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Pamela Bates is the Senior Officer for Asia in the Office of Science and Technology
Cooperation at the US Department of State. She is responsible for managing bilateral and
multilateral cooperative projects between the US and countries in the East Asia Pacific region.
A career foreign service officer, Ms. Bates was previously the telecommunications and 1T
officer for the East Asia Pacific region. She has also served as the Italy desk officer, the
regional policy officer for the former Soviet Union, a politico-military affairs officer in Bonn,
Germany, as a staff member of the NATO affairs office and as an economic officer in Brazil.
Ms. Bates holds a Master’s degree in international affairs from Johns Hopkins, SAIS and an
MBA from the Wharton School. In 1993, while serving as the US exchange diplomat to the
Brazilian Ministry of External Relations, she attended the Ministry’s Rio Branco Academy.
She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Email: batespm@state.gov

William A. Blanpied is a Senior Research Scholar in the Science and Trade Policy Program
(STPP) at George Mason University School of Law. Prior to his retirement from the federal
government in January 2003 he had been, since 1983, Senior International Analyst at the
National Science Foundation (NSF), except for the period from July 1999 through August
2002 when he served as Director of the NSF Tokyo Regional Office in the US Embassy.
From January 1999 to the present, he has been a principal point of contact in the United States
for organizing an approximately annual series of Sino-US Science Policy Dialogues, funded
in part by NSF and implemented thorough the STTP program. He also currently serves as a
Senior Advisor to the Global Emerging Technologies Institute (GETI). Prior to his service
with NSF, he held faculty appointments in the physics departments at Case Western Reserve,
Yale, and Harvard Universities, where his research interests were in experimental particle
physics. While at Harvard, he established and served as first editor of an international
newsletter that has since evolved into the quarterly journal, Science, Technology and Human
Values. Dr. Blanpied received his B.S. degree from Yale University in 1955 and his Ph.D. in
physics from Princeton University in 1959.

Email: Bblanpied@aol.com

David Kahaner is founding director of the Asian Technology Information Program (ATIP).
He was formerly the Associate Director of the US Office of Naval Research Asia (ONR).
Since 1979 he has also been co-employed at the US National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST). Dr. Kahaner has been examining information-rich technologies in Asia
since the 1980s. His analyses are circulated worldwide to thousands in industry, government,
and academia. They are reprinted in many journals as well as often quoted in major news
media, and he consults and lectures frequently on those topics both in and outside of the



region. In 1993 he was awarded the title of "Mr. Asia" by Computerworld. He was the Asian
Chair for Supercomputing 90-94 and is the International Relations Chair for Supercomputing
95. He was the originator and one of the organizers of the first HPC-Asia, held in Taipei in
September 1995. Dr. Kahaner is the author of two well-known books and more than 50
refereed research papers. He obtained his Ph.D. in applied mathematics from Stevens Institute
of Technology in 1968.

Email: kahaner@atip.or.jp

Robin H. “Sak” Sakoda is a Partner with Armitage International, L.C. since the company
was established in March 2005. He had previously served as Executive Assistant to the
Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage from December 2002 through January 2005.
Prior to this, he headed Sakoda Associates as well as being a Senior Associate with Armitage
Associates after retiring from U.S. Government service in February 1999. At the Pentagon, he
served as Country Director for Japan, Asian and Pacific Affairs in the Office of the Secretary
of Defense (OSD) from June 1994 to February 1999. Mr. Sakoda was a foreign area officer
and studied Japanese language at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California and
the Foreign Service Institute in Yokohama, Japan. He received his M.A. in National Security
Affairs from the Naval Postgraduate School in June 1988. Upon completing language studies
in Yokohama, he served as aide-de-camp to the Commanding General, US Army Japan/IX
Corps in 1989. Mr. Sakoda completed Airborne and Ranger schools; the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force Command and Staff College in Ichigaya, Tokyo; and the US Army Command
and Staff College. Mr. Sakoda graduated from The Military College of South Carolina, The
Citadel and was commissioned in the Infantry in May 1978.

Email: sak.sakoda@armitageinternational.com

Moderator

Mindy L. Kotler is founder and director of the Asia Policy Point (APP), formerly the Japan
Information Access Project, a membership nonprofit research center in Washington, DC
studying the US policy relationship with Japan and Northeast Asia. Its members include the
leading American scholars, policy officials, analysts, and journalist who follow the region.
APP has over 15 years of experience introducing new research, analysis, and information to
the American Asia policy community. Ms. Kotler received her Master of Arts degree in
International Relations from Yale University and her Bachelor of Arts degree in Government and
History with High Honors in Chinese History from Smith College.

Email: mkotler@jiaponline.org
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