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Speakers 
 
Jeffrey A. Bloom is the Country Director for Japan in the International Cooperation 
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics 
OUSD (AT&L). In this position since March 2000, he is responsible for all US-Japan 
matters relating to defense technology, equipment, equipment sustainment, and 
armaments cooperation.  Mr. Bloom has directed the activities of the US-Japan Systems 
and Technology Forum (S&TF), chaired by the Under Secretary of Defense , OUSD 
(AT&L), during one of the most dynamic times in US-Japan relations.  During this time, 
Japan has adopted an aggressive policy towards missile defense cooperation, and has 
instituted policy and procedural changes to enhance armaments cooperation.  He co-
chairs the US-Japan (S&TF) Technology Group, a subordinate forum to the S&TF.  In 
his previous assignment, while on active duty with the US Navy, he served as the Japan 
Country Director in the Navy International Programs Office.  In this position, he was 
responsible for managing FMS sales of US Navy equipment to Japan.  Prior to that 
assignment, he had two Navy tours in Japan, 1994-1996 in Yokosuka, Japan with the 
Seventh Fleet Staff and from 1992-1994 as Tactics and Operations Officer with an A-6 
Squadron forward deployed to Atsugi, Japan.  Mr. Bloom holds a Masters of Arts degree 
in Asian Studies from Cornell University and a Masters of Public Administration from 
Troy State University.  His professional military education includes the US Navy War 
College in Newport, RI in 1987. 
Email: Jeffrey.Bloom@osd.mil    
 
Paul S. Giarra is a Senior Analyst and Deputy Operations Manager and Director of the 
Global Strategies and Transformation Program in the Strategic Assessment Center, which 
is part of Hicks and Associates, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of SAIC. An interagency 
community expert, he is responsible for long-range planning, wargaming, and strategic 
assessment for domestic and international government and commercial clients. During 



his Naval career (1972-1995), Mr. Giarra was a Naval aviator, naval strategic planner, 
and a political-military strategic planner for Far East, South Asia and Pacific issues. From 
1991 to 1995, Mr. Giarra was the Senior Country Director for Japan in the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs. He led the interagency 
in the DoD effort to restructure US national security policy toward Japan during a period 
of profound transition. He established the US-Japan Theater Missile Defense Working 
Group, and led the US-Japan Initiative for Assistant Secretary of Defense Joseph Nye, 
culminating in the 1996 Tokyo Security Summit. From 1988 to 1991, Mr. Giarra was 
assigned to the Strategic Concepts Group (OP-603) on the Staff of the Chief of Naval 
Operations, responsible for the formation of global naval strategy and policy, strategic 
wargaming, regional strategy, and Navy strategic planning in Asia. Mr. Giarra has a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in History from Harvard College and a Master of Arts degree in 
International Relations from Salve Regina College 1984 (In conjunction with the US 
Naval War College). 
 
Mr. Giarra is co-author with Ezra F. Vogel and Michael Blaker of the 2002 US Peace 
Institute book, Case Studies in Japanese Negotiating Behavior  
To Order: http://bookstore.usip.org/books/AuthorDetail.aspx?ID=9679  
 
Email: paul.s.giarra@saic.com  
http://www.hicksandassociates.com/  
 

Moderator 
 
Mindy L. Kotler is founder and director of the Asia Policy Point (APP), formerly the 
Japan Information Access Project, a membership nonprofit research center in 
Washington, DC studying the US policy relationship with Japan and Northeast Asia. Its 
members include the leading American scholars, policy officials, analysts, and journalist 
who follow the region. APP has over 15 years of experience introducing new research, 
analysis, and information to the American Asia policy community. Ms. Kotler received 
her Master of Arts degree in International Relations from Yale University and her Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Government and History with High Honors in Chinese History from Smith 
College.   
Email: mkotler@jiaponline.org  
http://www.jiaponline.org  
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